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NAVY, WITH THE RANK OF REAR ADMIRAL 


Tuurspay, May 22, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. STENNIs, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


(To accompany the nomination of Capt. Ira H. Nunn] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the nomi- 
nation of Capt. Ira H. Nunn, United States Navy, to be Judge Advo- 
cate General of the Navy, with the rank of rear admiral, for a term of 
4 years, has unanimously approved the nomination and recommend 
that it be confirmed by the Senate. 

Because the Armed Services Committee received letters in opposi- 
tion to the appointment of Admiral Ira H. Nunn to be the Judge 
Advocate General of the Navy, a subcommittee was designated to 
hold hearings with respect to this nomination. 

The chairman of the special committee on military justice of the 
American Bar Association and other bar associations appeared in 
opposition to the nomination. It was their position that the nominee 
does not qualify under the law governing such appointments nor is the 
nomination in accord with the spirit of the law. 

Section 13 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice provides that the 
Judge Advocate General of a military service appointed subsequent 
to the effective date of that act shall be a member of the bar of a 
Kederal court or the highest court of a State and shall have not less 
than a total of 8 years’ experience in legal duties as a commissioned 
officer. 

This section was included in the act in order that only individuals 
with the proper legal training and experience could be appointed as 
the chief legal officer of a military service. Prior to the enactment of 
this sectioa there was no such requirement. 

Up until 1947 the requirements for legal officers in the Navy had 
been met from line officers who had been sent to law school by the 
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Navy or lawyers who had subsequently been commissioned in the 
unrestricted line of the Navy. 

The Officer Personnel Act of 1947 provided for the first time for the 
appointment of legal specialists in the Navy. Such officers are 
restricted to legal duties. The Navy has appointed approximately 
250 such purely legal duty officers. It was the contention of those 
who testified that it was the intent of the law that the Judge Advocate 
General of the Navy should be selected from this group of legal 
specialists. 

Admiral Nunn is a regular-line officer of the Navy who was sent 
to Harvard Law School from 1931 to 1934. He has been admitted 
to the practice of law in Massachusetts and qualifies as a member of 
the highest court of that State. The Secretary of the Navy states 
that Admiral Nunn has spent over 9 years in legal duties as a com- 
missioned officer of the Navr. About 6 years of this period were 
spent in the Judge Advocate General’s office as legislative counsel. 
The remaining time was spent on duty aboard ship where a major 
part of his time was consumed as legal adviser to his commanding 
officer. 

The committee is advised that only three legal specialists serving 
in the grade of captain qualified under the law to be considered for 
the Judge Advocate General of the Navy. This number is small 
because of the relatively short time that legal specialists have been 
authorized by the Navy. The Secretary of the Navy advised the 
committee that he personally carefully reviewed the qualifications 
of each of the eligible officers and selected Admiral Nunn as the best 
fitted for the appointment. 

Members of the committee were impressed with the testimony of 
the witnesses appearing in opposition to the nomination to the effect 
that a good corps of legal specialists could not be built up in the Navy 
unless an opportunity was afforded for their selection to be the senior 
legal officer. Secretary Kimball agreed that this policy should be 
followed as soon as a more substantial group of legal specialists be- 
comes eligible. The following is Secretary Kimball’s statement with 
respect to this policy : 

It is my belief that the interests of the Navy and of the Nation require the 
selection of the best-qualified persons to fill all positions as they become vacant. 
The best qualified for any post of responsibility in the Navy may well be found 
in any eligible group of commissioned officers. I can envision a situation after 
the group of eligible legal specialists in the Navy has become larger, when there 
would be little or nothing to choose between the qualifications and eligibility of 
several persons. In that event it would be our policy to give preference in the 
selection of a Judge Advocate General to a law specialist in order to give encour- 
agement and provide incentive to younger officers of the specialist group. Such 
a situation does not exist at present but can come about within a few years. 


While the committee believes that the appointment of the Judge 
Advocate General of the Navy should normally be selected from the 
legal specialists group and not a line officer trained in the law, because 
of the limited number of eligible legal specialists at this time, the 
committee unanimously recommends the nomination of Admiral Lra 
H. Nunn as Judge Advocate General of the Navy be confirmed by the 
Senate. 
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